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Dear parents,

Welcome to Rawafed Private School! We are delighted 
to have you join our vibrant, encouraging, and diverse 
community. This guide is designed to provide you with 
essential information about our school, including its 
policies, procedures, resources, and learning experiences.
At Rawafed Private School, we are dedicated to 
fostering academic excellence, personal growth, and 
social responsibility in all our students. We believe in 
the importance of a strong partnership between the 
school, students, and parents to achieve these goals. Our 
commitment includes collaborative decision-making, 
active parent involvement, and continuous improvement 
aligned with the broader educational community.
We encourage you to thoroughly review this guide and 
reach out to us with any questions you may have. We 
look forward to embarking on this educational journey 
together. 

The school administration

Welcome letter
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An overview of Rawafed Private School

Rawafed Private School is a leading institution in the field of education, located in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
Dedicated to providing high-quality education from pre-kindergarten to twelfth grade, our school was established 
in 1993. We follow a comprehensive curriculum that enhances students’ critical thinking, creativity, and lifelong 
learning skills.

Mission

Rawafed Private School is 
dedicated to providing an optimum 
environment for rich independent 
learning experiences and ensuring 
the total development of each 
student to play an active role and 
utilize the rapid changes in world 
community.

Vision

Rawafed Private School creates 
a safe and caring environment to 
foster the all-round development 
of students, enabling them to be 
effective members of the world 
community.

Values
• Diversity
• Responsibility 
• Integrity 
• Respect
• Ambition



6  Student - Parent Handbook

School Calendar

Beginning of Academic Year for Admin 
Beginning of Academic Year for Teachers  
First Day start for Grades (4 to 12) 
First Day start for Grades (1 to 3) 
First Day start for (KGII ) 
First Day start for KGI) 
First Day start for (Pre-K) 
Introductory academic meeting for high school parents 
Open Day for Pre-K to Grade 3 (Morning) 
Mid Term Break 1 for All 
1st parents meeting for all Grades  
Term one Exams for Grades 6 -12 
Winter holiday for Students (3 Weeks) 
Winter holiday for Admin and Teachers (2 Weeks) 
Class resume for term 2 
Term one Report Cards 
2nd Parents meeting for all Grades  
Mid Term Break 2 for All 
Spring Holiday for All (2 Weeks) 
Classes Resume for term 3  
Term two Report Cards 
*EID ALADHA Holiday 
Grade 12 Graduation Ceremony 
Final Exams For Grades 6-11 
Make up Exams 
End of academic year for Grades 1-11 
End of Academic Year for Teachers 

Mon12/8/2024 
Mon 19/8/2024 
Mon 26/8/2024 
Tues 27/8/2024 
Wed 28/8/2024 
Mon 2/9/2024 
Wed 4/9/2024 
Fri 6/9/2024 
Fri 13/9/2024 
14-18/10/2024 
Fri 25/10/2024 
4/12/2024-13/12/2024 
16/12/2024-3/1/2025 
23/12/2024-3/1/2025 
Mon 6/1/2025 
Fri 17/1/2025 
Fri 24/1/2025 
12-14/2/2025 
24/3/2025-4/4/2025 
Mon 7/4/2025 
Fri 18/4/2025 
5-7/6/2025 
Tues 10/6/2025 
16-27/6/2025 
30/6-4/7/2025 
Fri 4/7/2025 
Fri 4/7/2025 
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Academic program

The school offers a comprehensive and diverse academic program designed to meet the needs and interests of 
all students. Our curriculum aligns with international standards and aims to promote holistic development across 
various disciplines.
	 • Early Years - Pre-K					     • Middle Stage - Grades 6-8
	 • Elementary Stage - Grades 1-5				   • High School - Grades 9-12

Curriculum areas

	 • Languages - Arabic, English, French			   • Islamic Education
	 • Mathematics						      • Arts and Humanities
	 • Science						      • Physical Education
	 • Social Studies						      • Technology and Innovation

Extracurricular Activities

Rawafed Private School places great emphasis on offering a variety of school activities that promote creativity 
and innovation, while aiding students in their social and academic development. In addition to supporting non-
classroom activities within the curriculum, the school provides the following activities:

	 • Sports Activities - Volleyball, Basketball, Football
	 • Entrepreneurship Day
	 • ADIB Young Business Leader Program
	 • Science Fair
	 • Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Club (Robotics, Coding, Science)
	 • Masdar Workshops
	 • Think Science Competition
	 • Diverse Environmental Activities
	 • Participation in Zayed Health Week
	 • University Fair
	 • Mental Math
	 • Jujitsu
	 • Reading Challenge Program
	 • School Trips
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Parents’ involvement

Effective Communication:
Maintain open communication channels with the 
school by promptly informing us of any absences, 
tardiness, or changes in student-related information. 
Collaboration ensures that we provide the best 
support for students’ well-being and academic 
progress.

Adherence to School Fees:
Fulfill all financial obligations towards the school
in a timely manner, as this supports the sustainability 
of our programs and educational resources.

Commitment to Student Safety and 
Well-being:
Inform the school of any special circumstances 
related to the student’s safety, health, or well-being. 
Your partnership enables us to provide personalized 
support and care.

Alignment with School Values:
Support the cultural and educational goals of the 
school as we work together to raise global citizens 
embodying our shared values of respect, integrity, 
and diversity.

Commitment to Discipline:
Support the school’s discipline policy, recognizing 
its role in promoting a safe and conducive learning 
environment for all students.

We believe in the vital partnership between the family and the school to support the holistic development of our 
students. As you are partners in your children’s educational journey, we invite you to join us in creating a stimulating 
environment that contributes to their educational, intellectual, social, cultural, and physical growth. Here are some 
ways you can contribute to the success of your children:

Promoting Healthy Habits:
Encourage students to adopt a balanced lifestyle
by establishing consistent routines for sleep,
nutrition, and exercise. Adequate rest at night and
a healthy diet are essential for achieving optimal 
focus and productivity in class.

Ensuring Timely Completion of Tasks:
Support students in managing their educational 
tasks by ensuring completion of assignments within 
the specified deadlines. Continuous follow-up 
and encouragement can significantly impact their 
academic success and progress.

Adherence to School Day Schedule:
Encourage students to demonstrate responsibility
by adhering to arrival and dismissal times.
Punctuality reinforces students’ respect for school 
schedules, rules, and regulations.

Compliance with School Uniform 
Rules:
Emphasize the importance of adhering to school 
uniform rules, as a neat and clean appearance
reflects self-respect and respect for the school 
community.

Active Participation:
Active participation in school activities and events 
not only fosters a sense of belonging to the school 
community but also reflects your support and 
involvement in your children’s educational journey.

Preserving School Property:
Ensure that students bear the responsibility of 
preserving school property, encouraging them to 
respect handling shared resources provided by the 
school to diversify learning resources and provide
a rich learning environment.
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Opportunities for Parental Involvement 
in the School Community

Workshops and Educational Seminars 
for Parents:
Providing workshops and seminars aimed at 
educating parents on various topics related to 
parenting, education, child development, and school 
policies.

Volunteer Programs:
Encouraging parents to volunteer their time and skills 
to support school activities, events, and initiatives, 
such as assisting in classrooms, organizing school 
events, or participating in fundraising activities.

School Events and Celebrations:
Inviting parents to participate in school events, 
celebrations, and special occasions, such as cultural 
festivals, sports days, art exhibitions, and academic 
achievement ceremonies.

Parent-Teacher Meetings:
Organizing regular meetings between parents and 
teachers to discuss students’ progress, academic 
performance, behavior, and any concerns or issues 
related to their education.

Mother Council:
Establishing a parent council or committee to 
represent the interests and concerns of parents, 
facilitate communication between parents and the 
school administration, and collaborate on school 
improvement initiatives.
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Tardiness 
Students must be present in the classroom at the start 
of the first lesson at 8:00 AM. In case of tardiness, 
students must inform the class supervisor to obtain 
permission to enter the classroom, and tardiness 
will be recorded in the student’s record. If you have 
an ongoing issue related to student tardiness, please 
schedule a meeting to discuss the matter with the 
school administration.

Absence
According to the regulations of the education 
department, the school year must consist of a 
minimum of 182 instructional days. In the event of a 
student’s absence, parents must contact the school 
by 8:30 AM to report the student’s absence. Absence 
due to illness for three days or more requires medical 
leave. If the student is suffering from a contagious 
illness, please contact the school so that we can 
inform the school nurse. Please make arrangements 
with the teacher to make up for missed lessons due 
to absence with an excuse. It is advisable to schedule 
doctor’s appointments after school hours. If a student 
continues to be absent without an excuse, the 
education department will be notified to relieve the 
school of responsibility and take necessary actions.

Long-term absence with excuse
We take into consideration the reasons for a student’s 
prolonged absence outside of the designated school 
holidays. However, we do not encourage long-
term absences, and in such cases, the teacher is 
not obligated to provide the missed materials or 
assignments. Parents must provide a written report 
if the student is absent from school for an extended 
vacation, including the specific duration and reason for 
the absence.

School working hours
Students are expected to arrive at school at 7:00 AM, and the morning assembly begins promptly at 7:45 AM in the 
school courtyard. Classes commence at 8:00 AM, and attendance is recorded.

	 Days				    Grades 1-12			   Pre-K and Kindergarten
	 Monday to Thursday		  7:45 AM to 2:55 PM		  7:45 AM to 12:30 PM
	 Friday				    7:45 AM to 12:00 PM		  7:45 AM to 12:10 PM

Parents are kindly requested to be present at the school at least 5 minutes before the students’ dismissal time and 
to use the designated gates for student pickup.

Attendance and Absence
Regular attendance is essential for achieving educational goals and comprehensive student development.
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Student’s code of conduct

We strongly encourage our students to adhere to the principles of cooperation, respect, and a positive attitude 
as they are key to success. We expect our students to adhere to the school’s core values, behavioral rules, and 
discipline policy. Otherwise, parents will be summoned if a student fails to comply with the school’s behavior 
rules and discipline policy. The student may be subject to disciplinary measures deemed appropriate by the school 
administration based on the level of violation and behavior. For more information, please read the behavior policy 
published on the school platform.

School uniform

Rawafed Private School emphasizes the importance of adherence to the school uniform and personal hygiene for 
students. The school uniform has numerous benefits as it fosters a sense of belonging, promotes equality among 
students, and eliminates competition in appearance. Additionally, it reflects a positive image of the community and 
respects its traditions. Therefore, please ensure that students adhere to the uniform rules.
In the event of non-compliance with the uniform rules, the student will be subject to the procedures outlined in 
the uniform policy and behavior policy. Students must adhere to the school uniform both inside and outside the 
school premises and during school trips. You can purchase the school uniform from Zaks Store located in Raha Mall.

Student health and well-being

Students’ health and well-being are of utmost importance at Rawafed Private School. We have a licensed nursing 
team accredited by the Health Authority - Abu Dhabi (HAAD), playing a vital role within the school. Our school 
clinic maintains all medical records. If a student’s health condition requires attention, the parent will be notified, 
and they will be summoned to collect the student. We kindly request that a family member be present at the school 
within 30 minutes of receiving a call from the school clinic.
It is the responsibility of parents to inform the school of any medical needs. Please fill out the Medical Information 
Form (mandatory) provided by the school and return it at least one week before the first day of school. In the event 
of an emergency during school hours, it is the school’s responsibility to inform the parents immediately to ensure 
appropriate care. If a student requires medication during the school day, it must be handed over to the school nurse 
in the morning and collected from her at the end of the day. The nurse will administer the correct dosage at the 
specified time with the parent’s approval.
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Academic progress and achievement

• MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) 
for Grades 3-9 (Twice a Year)
MAP is a unique assessment of students in reading, 
mathematics, and science. It is an electronic (computer-
based) test that measures academic growth, adjusting 
the difficulty level of questions based on the student’s 
ability to answer them during the test.

• IBT (International Benchmark Test) (Once 
a Year)
This test allows us to track individual student 
performance according to international standards. It 
covers English language, mathematics, science, and 
Arabic language subjects.

• EMSAT Exams (Emirates Standardized 
Test)
EMSAT consists of a series of exams based on 
national standards designed to measure the skills 
and knowledge of twelfth-grade students in Arabic, 
English, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, and 
computer science before joining higher education 
institutions. The results of these exams will be used by 
universities for admission decisions.

• AP Exams (Advanced Placement Exams)
AP Exams are standardized tests administered by the 
College Board in the United States and other countries. 
These exams assess students’ mastery of college-level 
subjects typically covered in advanced courses in high 
schools. Students who take AP exams can earn college 
credit, advanced placement, or both, depending on 
their performance and the policies of the college or 
university they plan to attend. These exams cover a 
wide range of subjects, including English, mathematics, 
science, history, and foreign languages.

The school closely monitors both the individual and collective progress and achievements of students through 
the process of collecting and analyzing internal and external assessment data. Based on this, areas of strength and 
improvement for students are identified and addressed accordingly. This monitoring and tracking process allows 
us to provide you with an accurate assessment of your child’s academic level and their potential for growth and 
progress as expected.

• TIMSS (Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study)
TIMSS is an international assessment conducted in 
over 50 countries every four years since 1995 under 
the auspices of the International Association for the 
Evaluation of Educational Achievement. This test 
measures students’ achievement in mathematics and 
science in the fourth and eighth grades, collecting 
a broad range of comparative data on learning and 
teaching standards in these subjects in primary and 
middle schools across all participating countries.

• PISA (Program for International Student 
Assessment)
PISA is an international test conducted every three 
years aimed at assessing education systems worldwide 
by testing the skills and knowledge of 15-year-
old students. Students are evaluated in science, 
mathematics, reading, and problem-solving skills.

• CAT4 (Cognitive Abilities Test) for 
Grades 3-9 (Biennially)
CAT4 comprises a set of tests developed to support 
schools in understanding students’ abilities and 
potential academic capabilities. It is a diagnostic 
assessment designed to help students and their 
teachers understand their learning styles and potential 
academic capabilities.

International exams
Based on the requirements of the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) regarding 
participation in international testing programs and the use of student results to assess progress towards achieving 
national agenda goals, we present a list of the exams administered by Al Rawafed Private School according to 
national agenda standards:
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Inclusion and special needs
The Inclusion Department at Rawafed Private School is dedicated to fostering an inclusive educational environment 
where all students, including those with exceptional abilities and diverse learning needs, can thrive. We cater to 
Exceptionally Able, Gifted, and Talented (AGT) students as well as those requiring additional support due to mild or 
moderate learning differences from Pre-K to Grade 12. Our goal is to provide personalized learning opportunities 
and necessary resources to ensure every student reaches their full potential. By collaborating with teachers, parents, 
and external professionals, we create tailored educational plans that address individual strengths and challenges. 
The Inclusion Department also promotes a school culture that values diversity, equity, and inclusion for all students.

Homework
Homework is defined as a review and reinforcement of the work that the student learns and understands, as well 
as any unfinished classwork that the student must complete at home. It is then returned to the teacher, who will 
check and correct it and keep it in the student’s progress record. Homework assists both parents and students 
in clarifying the student’s abilities, reinforcing classroom participation opportunities, and addressing curriculum-
related questions. You can refer to the homework policy published on the school’s portal for more information. 
The teacher determines through this policy the actions to be taken in case of forgetting, incomplete, or missing 
homework. A grade is assigned for homework in the grading system set by the teacher. In case of repeated failure 
to complete homework, a meeting will be held with the student and their parents. Therefore, we advise parents to 
check homework daily. The teacher is not expected to accept any homework that the student did not put effort into, 
and the student may be required to redo it.
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Digital learning

Digital learning refers to effectively leveraging technology to enhance student learning and enrich their experiences. 
The private Al-Rawafed School aims to achieve academic excellence, thus it has introduced digital learning for 
grades 1-12 through the use of tablets and electronic books. We believe that digital learning enhances the progress 
and development of the school by increasing opportunities and access to educational resources, improving the 
effectiveness and productivity of teachers and administrators, and providing student-centered learning to ensure 
students are prepared for higher education and professional careers.

Protecting the student

Ensuring a safe and healthy environment is a top priority in our school. We adhere to the policies and regulations 
of the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge, as well as the guidelines of the Civil Defense Authority 
in Abu Dhabi, to maintain the safety of all students, staff, and visitors. The school strictly implements a child 
protection policy derived from the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
guidelines of the Department of Education and Knowledge.

	 • All children have the right to protection from abuse and exploitation.
	 • All children should be encouraged to fulfill their potential and overcome all forms of inequality.
	 • Everyone bears responsibility for supporting the care, welfare, and protection of children.
	 • Everyone should take care of the children we work for in the school.

Al-Rawafed Private School adheres to a zero-tolerance policy against all forms of child violence, discrimination, 
bullying, exploitation, and other forms of abuse. For more information, please visit the school’s online portal.

Special occasions and birthdays

We understand the importance of celebrating such occasions and appreciate your understanding and support in 
adhering to this policy. Through collaborative efforts, we can ensure that all students feel a sense of belonging and 
appreciation while also maintaining a healthy and safe school environment.

We kindly request your cooperation in refraining from organizing birthday parties or bringing cakes for sharing and 
distribution during school hours, except for the Pre-K and KG sections. The purpose of this policy is to promote and 
ensure food safety, compliance with guidelines, and to minimize disruptions in the learning environment.
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Field trips

School field trips offer invaluable opportunities for students to expand their learning beyond the classroom. These 
trips provide hands-on experiences that complement traditional teaching methods and enrich students’ educational 
journeys.
The school offers students a diverse range of educational trips, catering to all academic levels, and closely aligned 
with the curriculum and real-world applications. Please note that all school trips are authorized by the Department 
of Education and Knowledge, in addition to requiring parental approval for student participation.

School canteen

Students spend most of their time at school, so they need healthy and nutritious food to help their bodies endure 
the school hours and enhance their ability to concentrate in classes. This is provided by the school through the 
canteen, where students can purchase healthy food and drinks that adhere to food safety and health standards, at 
very reasonable prices. The school cafeteria is subject to monitoring and oversight to ensure that those responsible 
for it follow all procedures to guarantee the students’ safety. Kindly note that there is no canteen for kindergarten 
students at the school.

Communication channels

In addition to the information provided in the Parent and Student Handbook, the school offers various channels and 
methods to keep you informed about school-related information and news in more detail. Here are the channels 
through which you can communicate with the school:

					     Username and Password

					     School Official Group

					     rawafedpvtschool

					     Rawafed Private School

					     http://www.rawafedschool.com/

					     +971 2 6662663

					     admin@rawafedschool.com
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